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Congressman, National Leaders Fast to Pressure Congress, Administration to Act on DREAM 

NCLR, LCCR, CCC, UFW Leaders Join Immigrant Activists, Students on “National Day of Solidarity”
Washington, DC – Today, Representative Howard Berman (CA-28th); Raul Yzaguirre, President, National Council of La Raza; Wade Henderson, Executive Director, Leadership Conference on Civil Rights; Dolores Huerta, co-founder of the United Farm Workers of America (UFW); Arturo Rodriguez, UFW President; Winona LaDuke, Native American environmentalist; Robert Kennedy, Jr.; and Connecticut Attorney General, Richard Blumenthal; join over 200 people from more than 20 states participating in the “National Day of Solidarity,” as part of the two-week “Fasting for a DREAM” effort.  
“Today we fast to support the thousands of high school students who, instead of going to college and contributing to the country they call home, live in fear of deportation.  We fast for the potential teachers, doctors, and community leaders whose dreams are deferred by our broken immigration system,” said Deepak Bhargava, Executive Director of the Center for Community Change.

For the past two weeks, students, activists and community leaders have held fasts and vigils around the country to call attention to the DREAM Act.  On Tuesday, over 100 immigrant advocates and fasters converged on Washington to lobby their members of Congress and push for comprehensive immigration reform, including passage of the DREAM Act.  

The DREAM Act, passed by the Senate Judiciary Committee last October by a 16-3 vote, would provide a path to legal status for the roughly 65,000 undocumented students raised in this country who graduate from high school each year.  With the futures of so many talented students at stake, the past two week’s dramatic fasts and vigils have called on Members of Congress and the Administration to pass the DREAM Act before adjourning in October.

The “Fasting for a DREAM” effort is sponsored by the United We DREAM Campaign and Center for Community Change (www.communitychange.org/unitedwedream/index.asp).  The activities throughout the past two weeks are part of a coordinated effort with the Nationwide Week of Action (www.newamericanopportunitycampaign.org) and the Fair Immigration Reform Movement (www.fairimmigration.org) to raise the voices of immigrants and their rights during this election year. 
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