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Launch of Fair Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM) Puts Congress on Notice:
New Coalition Plans to Mobilize Voters, Press for Comprehensive Immigration Reform 

Washington, D.C. – The Fair Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM), a new coalition of immigrant rights, faith-based, and multi-racial organizations from around the country, is launching a new national campaign to press for comprehensive immigration reform.  Over 200 organizations and prominent individuals have endorsed FIRM and its principles.  FIRM’s efforts include a major mobilization of voters and the release of ads to encourage politicians to support comprehensive immigration reform.  FIRM is a project of the Center for Community Change.

“For too long, immigrants have been the punching bag for extremists.  FIRM was created to ensure that immigrants and their allies have a powerful grassroots vehicle to advance humane and just immigration policies.  Now they are organized to fight for it,” stated Deepak Bhargava, Executive Director of the Center for Community Change.
Today, FIRM joins with Senator Edward Kennedy and Representative Luis Gutierrez, sponsors of the Safe, Orderly, Legal Visas and Enforcement (SOLVE) Act, and the AFL-CIO, NAACP, and NCLR to pressure the Administration and Congress to act on legislation to fix our nation’s broken immigration system.  The SOLVE Act, sponsored by Senator Kennedy and Representative Gutierrez, is the first major bill to fully satisfy FIRM’s principles.  The Act provides a path to citizenship for qualified immigrants, focuses on reunifying families and reducing backlogs, restores worker protections, and provides opportunities for safe future migration.  
“Americans understand that immigrants work hard, pay taxes and contribute to their communities.  They deserve an immigration system that rewards work and values families,” continued Bhargava.  A recent poll shows that an overwhelming majority of all likely voters (85%) support a fair immigration system—a system providing a path to citizenship for immigrants who have been working in this country, learning English, and paying taxes for five years.  Furthermore, the poll shows even higher numbers among likely Latino and Asian voters, and these voters (64% of Latinos and 52% of Asians) are “more likely” to vote for candidates who favor such an immigration system.  
Recent events have highlighted the need to fix the nation’s immigration system.  On Wednesday, June 30th, the Cuevas family was deported to the Philippines after living in this country for 19 years.  Had Congress passed the DREAM Act, legislation with a path to citizenship for immigrant college students, the three Cuevas children could have been allowed to stay in the U.S.   The DREAM Act is the only hope for young adults like Majan Jean, a 19-year-old whose deportation to Haiti was postponed by the Department of Homeland Security.  Because of opposition from Republican leadership, Congress has failed to act on the DREAM Act and the AgJobs legislation, both with strong bipartisan support.
A report released today by FIRM shows that turnout of Latino, Asian, and naturalized-citizen voters will approach 15 million in November—roughly a 40% increase over 2000.  With both parties targeting minority voters, the immigration issue will play a decisive role.  
“Compassion takes action,” said Bhargava.  “Politicians can’t get away with speaking a few words of Spanish and showing up at Cinco de Mayo.  They need to pass these important bills as a down payment on comprehensive immigration reform.  Immigrant communities are mobilized like never before to hold decision-makers accountable.”
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