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NOW WHAT?—LEFT BEHIND IMMIGRANT STUDENTS, CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS RALLY AT MOCK GRADUATION IN SUPPORT OF BI-PARTISAN IMMIGRATION,  HIGHER EDUCATION LEGISLATION 

STUDENTS AT RISK OF DEPORTATION DELIVER 65,000 PETITIONS TO PRESIDENT BUSH
(Washington, DC) Today hundreds of immigrant students joined Congressional leaders on Capitol Hill to pressure Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-TN) and President Bush to pass the DREAM Act.  The Development, Relief and Education for Alien Minors (DREAM) Act would remove barriers to education and provide a pathway to legalization for U.S. raised immigrant students that lack legal immigration status.  

Marie Gonzalez from Jefferson City, MO is among the students here to lobby her Senators.   Without DREAM this 17 year old high school senior will be deported.   Marie was just 5 years old when her family brought her to this country looking for a better life.  An overachieving honor roll student and model citizen, Marie’s life is in limbo as she awaits the decision of a judge as to whether or not she may stay in the only country she knows. 
Sixty five thousand undocumented immigrant students will graduate from U.S. high schools this year just like Marie, unable to pursue higher education and living in fear of deportation.  Today, that same number of petitions will be delivered to U. S. Secretary of Education Rodney Paige for President Bush as a way to remind the Administration the large number of students left behind. 
“Graduation has become a bittersweet moment to so many immigrant students.  After years of hard work, of doing everything right, these young students have nothing to look forward to after graduation,” said Deepak Bhargava, executive director, Center for Community Change. “Undocumented immigrant minors have very few options and little hope for realizing their dreams of a college education.  They are trapped in a broken immigration system. These students aren’t asking for special treatment, just a chance like their native born peers.”
DREAM and the Student Adjustment Act in the House of Representatives, both with strong bipartisan support, are being debated during a year when Hispanic voters are particularly strategic in the presidential elections.  Polls consistently demonstrate that education and immigration are top concerns to this demographic.  The bills are being sponsored by Senators Orrin Hatch (R-UT) and Richard Durbin (D-IL) and Representatives Chris Cannon (UT-3), Lucille Roybal-Allard (CA-34) and Howard Berman (CA-28).  The Senate measure is being held up by Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist (R-TN). 

Current immigration law prevents students that have lived in this country most of their lives to legalize their immigration status and forces states to charge these students out of state college tuition rates, making college unaffordable in most cases.  The DREAM Act would grant conditional status to immigrant students who meet certain stringent criteria such as good moral character, five year minimal residency and entrance into the U.S. before the age of 16.
The events surrounding the rally included a mock commencement ceremony with Congressional leaders to recognize the student’s passion and desire to realize the American Dream. The ceremony brought more than 300 students from as far away as California.  
# # #

