AUSTIN AMERICAN-STATESMAN: New citizens carry electoral clout

Report finds naturalized citizens could tip election in at least six states
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Immigrant voters have the power to decide the outcome of the presidential election in six so-called battleground states, a new report finds.

The electoral clout of these rarely acknowledged voters, foreign-born individuals who became naturalized citizens, stems from their rapidly growing numbers as well as their increasing presence in states that traditionally have not seen large numbers of immigrants, according to a study released today by the Immigration Policy Center, a division of the American Immigration Law Foundation, an immigration advocacy group.

In 2000 there were 10.7 million naturalized adult citizens, which the report calls "new citizens," and 6.2 million were registered to vote. Foreign-born new citizens represented nearly one in five new voters added to the rolls from 1996 to 2000, and they accounted for 55 percent of the net increase in persons registered to vote.

"That's very dramatic growth," said Rob Paral, the report's author. He said the rise in new citizens began in the 1990s, not coincidentally a time when legislation sought to deny immigrants services and rights. Amid that atmosphere, "more than ever they sought citizenship," Paral said.

But the study also cites vast unrealized potential: In 2000, nearly half of the 10.7 million adult naturalized citizens did not vote, a figure Paral says can be traced to immigrants not having climbed the socio-economic ladder.

The report measures data from census surveys of the voting-age population during the 1996 and 2000 election years. It describes key characteristics of Latino and Asian/Pacific Islander immigrants. Among its highlights:

* Latino and Asian/Pacific Islander voters accounted for more than a third of all new voters added to the rolls between 1996 and 2000.

* New citizens who are registered to vote have higher rates of turnout than native citizens who are registered to vote. The votes of new citizens are particularly important to the two major parties that are desperate to gain an advantage in the tight presidential race this year. The report identifies six states -- Arizona, Florida, Nevada, New Mexico, Pennsylvania and Washington -- where new-citizen voters could sway the outcome even if the percentage-point margin between the two major-party candidates is as wide as five points.

Cristina Lopez of the Center for Community Change, an organization that mobilizes voters in immigrant and low-income communities nationwide, said the report underscores that new-citizen voters can make a difference. "We're forcing policymakers to broaden their view of voting constituencies to include immigrants," Lopez said.

Clarissa Martinez de Castro of the National Council of La Raza, a Hispanic advocacy group, said minority and immigrant communities care about education, jobs and the economy. "They are very concerned about being able to support their families," de Castro said.

Texas, California, Florida, Illinois, New Jersey and New York still account for more than 80 percent of all foreign-born persons in the United States, but the greatest expansion of foreign-born populations during the 1990s occurred in 19 other states, mainly in the South and Midwest, which have not traditionally seen large immigrant populations. In the '90s, states such as North Carolina, Georgia and Nevada saw their foreign-born populations grow by more than 200 percent.

Texas is not a battleground state; most political observers expect it will go decidedly in favor of President Bush on Nov. 2. That, however, won't mar Liby Carrasquillo's first presidential voting experience. Besides, she likes the president.

On Sept. 27, the day the 38-year-old Colombian native became a U.S. citizen, Carrasquillo registered to vote. Carrasquillo, a structural engineer who has lived in Austin since 1999, said she equates voting with being an American.

"Here I have rights, and now I can decide for our new president," she said.

"To be a citizen is like a gift," she said. "I'm so proud to be an American citizen."
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AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE: Advocacy groups urge Hispanic voters to US polls

Wed Oct 20, 7:30 PM ET

WASHINGTON (AFP) - Advocacy groups urged Hispanic naturalized US citizens to go to the polls on November 2 to show the community's strength at the ballot box. 

"We need to be heard, and the only way to obtain that is participating" in the elections, said Eliseo Medina, a Democratic Party union activist and a leader in a broader campaign urging naturalized citizens to vote. 

"The important thing is to vote, not stay at home," said Medina, speaking in Spanish. 

Medina called on Hispanic Americans to fulfill their civic duty and vote to make it clear that "we are a very important bloc in these elections." 

"Immigrant groups are realizing that they can gain power through the ballot, and bring crucial immigration issues to the consciousness of both immigrants and policymakers," said Cristina Lopez, a top official at the Washington-based Center for Community Change advocacy group. 

"We are forcing political observers to broaden their view of voting constituencies beyond soccer moms and NASCAR dads to include immigrants," she said. 

The growing number of foreign-born voters will be key not only in this election "but from now on," Lopez said. 

According to Medina, there are nearly 10 million immigrants in the United States that qualify but have not yet sought citizenship. 

Meanwhile a New Democrat Network, a group affiliated to the Democratic Party that supports Senator John Kerry for president, announced it would be airing new radio and television ads in ten key swing states urging Hispanics to vote. 

The ads will air in states such as Florida, Colorado, New Mexico and Nevada, states that have large Hispanic populations. 

"The Hispanic community is fundamentally changing the electoral college map of the country this time, which will only continue to accelerate as the community grows and states like Florida and Texas are going to become much more Democratic because of demographics," said NDN president Simon Rosenberg. 

The Republican Party under President George W. Bush -- a former Texas governor now seeking re-election -- has also engaged in efforts to reach out to Hispanic voters. 
AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE: Llaman inmigrantes votar en EU

Jueves 21 de Octubre, 2004 

WASHINGTON (AFP).- Varias organizaciones llamaron este miércoles a los inmigrantes que lograron la ciudadanía estadounidense, hispanos y asiáticos principalmente, a participar masivamente en las elecciones del próximo 2 de noviembre para que demuestren en las urnas "el poder de su voto".

   "Necesitamos que se nos escuche y la única manera de conseguirlo es participando" en las elecciones, aseguró en rueda de prensa Eliseo Medina, uno de los responsables de la campaña titulada "Una nueva oportunidad americana", en la que participan un centenar de organizaciones por todo el país.

   "Lo importante es votar, no quedarse en casa", agregó, llamando a los inmigrantes que lograron la ciudadanía y están registrados a cumplir sus deberes cívicos el 2 de noviembre para dejar claro que es "un bloque importantísimo en estas elecciones".

   "¿Cómo vamos a demostrar que sí somos un factor poderoso en las elecciones si no votamos?", preguntó por su parte Cristina López, del Centro para un Cambio Comunitario. "Una vez que demostremos que tenemos el poder del voto, los políticos nos van a oír", aseguró.

   En las anteriores elecciones del 2000, votó el 87% de los adultos nacidos en el extranjero que se había empadronado, una participación 1,5% superior a la de los ciudadanos nacidos en Estados Unidos, que estaban registrados.

   "La población nacida en el extranjero está creciendo y es la que puede contribuir con el mayor número de nuevos votantes en el proceso" electoral, explicó Cristina López. "Por eso el voto inmigrante no será clave solamente en estas elecciones, sino también de aquí en adelante", sostuvo.

   "Hay cerca de diez millones de inmigrantes en el país que todavía no han solicitado la ciudadanía y que tienen derecho a ella", subrayó Medina. "Si podemos hacerlos ciudadanos y registrarlos, entonces se va a ir multiplicando el efecto que vamos a tener" en las elecciones, agregó.

   El centenar de organizaciones activas por el país, principalmente asiáticas y latinas, iniciaron así una campaña de movilización de los electores nacidos en el extranjero, tras haber pasado varios meses tratando de convencerlos de registrarse.

   Pero "esto es sólo el principio", aseguró Medina. "Independientemente del éxito que tengamos el 2 de noviembre, lo más importante es el futuro, cuando empecemos a crear esa conciencia de participación en la comunidad y de coordinación entre todos los grupos" de inmigrantes, dijo.

   "El éxito se va a multiplicar, no solamente a nivel federal, sino que vamos a elegir gobernadores y alcaldes", declaró. "Queremos asegurar que en todos los lugares donde está nuestra gente se les tome en cuenta y se haga algo sobre los temas que les importan", agregó.

   Medina no dudó en asegurar que "el futuro es brillante para los latinos y la comunidad (de inmigrantes) en Estados Unidos, siempre y cuando nos unamos y participemos" en las elecciones.
NOTIMEX: Resaltan importancia de ´´nuevos ciudadanos´´ en comicios en EU
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Notimex 

Washington- El alto porcentaje de nuevos ciudadanos naturalizados que se han inscrito para votar influirá en las elecciones de noviembre próximo, según un nuevo estudio del Centro de Políticas de Inmigración (IPC).

Del total de 10.7 millones de nuevos ciudadanos adultos en Estados Unidos que había en 2000, un total de 6.2 millones se han inscrito para votar y 5.4 millones ya lo han hecho, señaló el informe basado en datos del Censo de 1996 y 2000, años de elecciones presidenciales.

Indicó que en una contienda muy cerrada entre el presidente George W. Bush y su rival demócrata, el senador John Kerry, el creciente número de nuevos ciudadanos desempeñarán una función importante en los comicios.

Los nuevos ciudadanos representaron más de la mitad del incremento neto de personas inscritas para votar entre 1996 y 2000.

En ese periodo, el número de nuevos residentes aumentó un 30 por ciento, la cifra de los inscritos para votar se incrementó un 20 por ciento y el número de los que votaron subió un 24.7 por ciento, indicó el reporte.

El voto de los nuevos ciudadanos será importante en estados donde la contienda es más cerrada, como Arizona, Florida, Nevada, Nuevo México, Pennsylvania y Washington, donde la victoria o la derrota se decidirán por unos pocos votos, como ocurrió en el 2000.

Entre los latinos, en el año 2000 habían 13.2 millones de ciudadanos estadunidenses hispanos, de los cuales 7.6 se inscribieron para votar y 5.9 millones votaron.

´´Los nuevos ciudadanos pueden alcanzar el sueño americano si ejercen su derecho al voto´´, dijo Eliseo Medina, vicepresidente del Sindicato Internacional de Empleados de Servicios (SEIU), que agrupa a 1.7 millones de miembros.

Agregó que en estas elecciones los partidos políticos han cortejado agresivamente el voto de los nuevos ciudadanos, tomando en cuenta que una de cada nueve personas que vive en Estados Unidos ha nacido en el extranjero.

La directora del Centro para el Cambio Comunitario, Cristina López, manifestó que los inmigrantes se están dando cuenta de que pueden obtener más poder mediante el voto y despertar conciencia sobre importantes asuntos de inmigración.

Indicó que, con la ayuda de otras 53 organizaciones de base en 24 estados del país, han inscrito a más de 135 mil nuevos votantes y han movilizado a 250 mil electores en comunidades donde viven las minorías y personas de bajos ingresos.

Un informe del IPC y del Movimiento para la Reforma Justa de Inmigración concluyó que el número de votantes de origen latino y asiático, así como de ciudadanos naturalizados, llegará a los 15 millones en noviembre, un incremento del 40 por ciento con respecto a los comicios de 2000.
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Immigrants who recently gained U.S. citizenship could decide the outcome of next month's presidential election, according to a report released Wednesday. 
Votes from new citizens could be substantial enough to be a deciding factor in several swing states and thus have a hand in picking the next president in this year's tight election, the report from the Immigration Policy Center said. 

The center, a research arm of the American Immigration Law Foundation, a Washington-based immigrant advocacy group, said in its report that current swing states like Florida and Pennsylvania experienced a tremendous boom in immigrant arrivals in the 1990s. 

By now, many of those immigrants have gained U.S. citizenship — and the power to vote. 

New citizen voters already displayed their electoral strength in the 2000 election, accounting for 5.4 million votes, the census-based report said. 

In fact, the population of immigrants-turned-citizens grew by 30 percent and it comprised more than half of all new registered voters between 1996 and 2000, the report said. 

Such numbers prove it would behoove both presidential candidates to not overlook these voters, whose concerns include the typical staple issues such as jobs and health care, but also less-discussed immigration reform proposals, immigrant advocates said. 

"The immigrant community is very much up for grabs," said Clarissa Martínez of the National Council of La Raza. "They're still waiting to see which candidate will capture their imagination and support." 

The projected number of new-citizen voters shows their clout has grown since the last presidential election. 

Christina López, deputy executive director of the Center for Community Change, said as many as 14.4 million new citizens are expected to use their ballot-casting power next month. 

That represents an increase of 34 percent in the Latino vote and a 52 percent increase of Asian-Pacific Islander voters, López noted. 

That's why candidates "have to go beyond soccer moms and NASCAR dads and begin including immigrants" in their list of core constituents, she said. 

The report, "Power and Potential: The Growing Electoral Clout of New Citizens," said that new-citizen votes may be voluminous enough to sway the results in key-state races where the candidates come within five percentage points of one another. The report specifically cited the states of Arizona, Florida, New Mexico, Pennsylvania and Washington. 
hrozemberg@express-news.net 
