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TEMPLATE:  Opinion Editorial on the Federal Budget

The goal of the Op-Ed is to share your personal opinion on President Bush’s budget decisions and the priorities they reflect by placing stories, in op-ed form, in local and national newspapers across the United States to attract the attention of the public, media, and Congress.  An Op-Ed, or opinion-editorial, is used to call attention to an issue to influence change using a personal perspective.  It is usually between 500-750 words. 
The Op-Ed template and facts about the budget below can be used to write your own Op-Ed that reflects your own experience. Op-Eds should be short personal and clearly state key messages.

Op-Eds should be pitched and submitted to the opinion editorial or the editorial page editors.  Tell them who wrote the piece, what the subject matter is and how important it is for you and your community to fully understand and be a part of the budget discussion.  

Usually you can submit Op-Ed pieces by e-mail, fax or by mail. Many newspapers’ email address for letter submissions is: oped@nameofpaper.com.  Check with your newspaper on the best way to submit Op-Eds.   Always follow-up with calls and e-mails to check the status of the Op-Ed.

Identify an author for the Op-Ed

Get a community leader, pastor, student, parent, health care provider, or a local or national representative to write a compelling op-ed against Bush’s budget proposal or volunteer to interview any of the above and write an op-ed about how the cuts will affect them, their families and communities. Or write about these people from your own perspective. 
Possible themes/messages for the Op-Ed:

· Once again, this administration has proved that their words do not meet their actions. Even though Vice President Cheney went on Fox News to assure Americans that the budget is "fair, reasonable, responsible," the budget proposal reveals that they have indeed swung at the budget with a "meat axe," and are turning their backs on the "most needy in our society.” 

· Our nation should be investing in programs that help all of us to afford the basic necessities, raise healthy children, get an education, and have a fair chance to make a decent life for ourselves and our families. Instead, this administration’s budget proposal cuts billions from programs that serve children, working adults, veterans, and the elderly. 

· When President Bush took office, he inherited a budget surplus of well over $200 billion. Today we have a record high deficit of $427 billion. The Bush administration has spent the bulk of federal funds not on programs that help all of us, but on the war, tax cuts for the wealthy and pet programs such as the Medicare prescription drugs benefit. The domestic programs that are on the chopping block today represent less than 20 percent of the federal budget. Even cutting them ALL wouldn’t eliminate the budget deficit. 
· Time is short! Congress will be deciding what to do about the budget in the next few months. We need to let members of Congress know that the choices and values reflected in the Bush budget don’t reflect what most Americans want and need.

The following are facts related to the budget that could be included in the op-ed:
For additional facts about the budget to use in your Op-Ed, click on the budget facts link on www.ActionsSpeakLouder.org
· The President’s budget calls for a 2005 deficit of $427 billion – the third year in a row that the Administration will set a new deficit record.

· The President's budget omits the full cost of the ongoing war in Iraq, the trillions of dollars it will cost to implement his plan to privatize social security, and his tax cut agenda – all of which will add significantly to the overall deficit.

· The president's budget proposal includes $1.9 TRILLION in tax cuts, the bulk of which will again benefit the very richest among us.

· 300,000 children will lose child care assistance under the President's budget.  

· 200,000 to 300,000 people will lose food stamp benefits, as $1.1 billion is cut from the program under the President’s budget. 

· 25,000 children will lose access to Head Start and Early Head Start under the President's budget. 

· The President’s budget will eliminate funding for Even Start, a $225 million program that targets low-income children at risk of illiteracy and their illiterate or semi-literate parents.   

· Nearly 230,000 children will lose Medicaid coverage under the President’s budget.

Sample Beginning of an Op-Ed

President Bush’s proposed budget is a dismaying glimpse into his Administration’s priorities. In his budget, the President proposed to cut or eliminate many programs upon which a wide cross section of Americans depend.  The President talks about fairness and compassion, but his actions speak louder than his words. 
Where is the compassion in this budget?  As a result of the President’s economic policies, the average millionaire pockets a $140,000 tax cut, while the average family has trouble fitting their child’s college tuition into a family budget already stretched to the limit. We all know that the budget is not just a bunch of numbers but a reflection of our nation’s priorities. 

During the past four years, President Bush and Congress made choices that provided benefits to an elite few at the expense of the rest of us and now our fiscal house is a mess.   Yet this President often calls on the public to attend to the “pockets of despair amidst this nation’s great wealth”.  Personalize, for example: And now people like Jane Smith of XXX state, who was laid off from her job,  will no longer be able to rely on federal assistance to feed her family, since 300,000 people will lose food stamps under the President’s budget. 
Today, Americans are less and less secure in our ability to meet our needs and those of our children.  As the full impact of Bush’s policies ripples through our economy, the middle class is discovering that they are feeling the squeeze and the truly destitute will soon see what real suffering means.  The problem isn’t that we aren’t responsible enough.  The many of us who work two jobs to keep our families afloat do not need lectures from Washington about hard work.  The problem is that hard work and personal responsibility alone aren’t enough to provide the security and future we all strive for.  

Add additional paragraphs that reiterate your point and communicates your message.  Use clear and concise examples and heart tugging anecdotes.  Again, limit entire Op Ed to 750 words.
Governor (Senator) XXX has talked about the importance of making sure this state gets adequate support from the federal government. Well, now is the time for action. Time is short! Governor (Senator) XXX must step up for all of us in XXX state and fight these unfair proposals.  

Congress will be deciding what to do about the budget in the next few months. We need to let members of Congress know that the choices and values reflected in the Bush budget don’t reflect what most Americans want and need.

-Your name, title and other pertinent identifying information.  For example: Jane Doe, Executive Director of XXX organization.
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